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Micro Bats have been around for about 50 million years. They account for 2/3 
of the World’s mammals. Micro bats mainly eat mosquitos (about 1,000 a night) 
and many other insects. They are also the world’s best pollinators and there is 
only one species that will eat fish. Climate change is the cause that brings 
mosquitos down from the north and with it unfortunately diseases like Rosriver 
fever and many others. 

As areas like Noosa, Yandina are expanding, habitat trees are cut down and 
micro bat roosts are lost.  This is where you can come in by installing micro bat 
boxes around your property to encourage micro bats to roost in them. If you 
are a gardener it is certainly ‘a must have’ as they are the best pollinators for 
your fruit and veggies, you will notice a big difference after a year or too.          

First of all the micro bat box should be in a quiet place in the garden, best 
facing west or as near to west as possible, giving a little bit of afternoon shade 
and a clear entry and exit for take-off and landing. Secondly the box should be 
above 2 metres or below 6 metres. This is necessary because wind direction 
needs to be considered, ie. Too much wind will blow them off course. Rain is 
another big factor as micro bats do not like to fly in rain.  Predators will deter 
them from coming into gardens.  

The most common predators are cats and of course snakes, owls, eagles, just 
to name a few. Micro bat boxes can be placed in almost any part of your 
garden.  Some people have made their own boxes which is ok but installation 
of boxes need to stay within the law.  

Micro bat boxes have to be registered with permits from their local micro bat 
group as micro bats are being monitored for species and volume and the 
findings are sent to Environment Heritage Protection (EHP), Burnett Mary 
Regional Group (BMRG). Anybody can start a program to monitor micro bats and 
register a group with the EHP Department or look for a local Landcare group 
for advice and help with your start up.  

Australia has 72 species of micro bats and Central Queensland has 22 species. 
Little is known about them by the general public.  
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